BRITISH singer Sandi Thom has cancelled her 2007 Australian tour as she announced fresh tour dates in her home country.

The Frontier Touring Company said "last minute promotional commitments" in the UK were behind the cancellations - including a show at Melbourne's Palais Theatre on January 31.

But the chart-topping artist has announced eight new shows across Britain early next month.

The Brit last year enjoyed seven weeks at the top of the ARIA singles chart with I Wish I Was A Punk Rocker (With Flowers In My Hair). 

She was also booked to perform at Perth's Burswood Theatre, Adelaide's Thebarton Theatre, Sydney's Enmore Theatre and Brisbane's The Tivoli at the end of the month and early February. 

New dates have not been announced and fans are being advised to seek a refund from their original point of purchase.

*** i can reveal that the 2500 seat palais theatre would have looked very empty, because the woman who wrote the most annoying song of 2006 had only managed to sell about 120 tickets.

---

POLICE sought further information from make-up artists working with Brooke Satchwell over reports of bruising during the time it is alleged she was assaulted by her then boyfriend Matthew Newton.

Confidential understands officers from Leichhardt police station sought statements from crew on the Foxtel drama Dangerous as part of their investigations into an alleged domestic violence incident involving the son of showbiz veterans Bert and Patti Newton.

Newton, 29, has pleaded not guilty to four charges, including occasioning actual bodily harm and intimidating Satchwell and will face Balmain court on Wednesday.

Sources say a "devastated" Satchwell had been reluctant to pursue the alleged battery claims for fear of "taking on" the high-profile family.

"It's a terrifying prospect to her that these police charges are taking on Bert and Patti and the image of their perfect family," an insider told Confidential yesterday.

Court documents alleged the assaults, on September 1 and again on October 6, occurred at the couple's Rozelle home, when Satchwell had been working on the Channel 10 series Tripping Over and later Dangerous.

TV spies claim tensions between the pair apparently grew when "she started working on Tripping Over in July and August and then again on Dangerous. That's when it blew up."

Lawyers for Newton denied rumours Satchwell had been forced to withdraw from the bridal party of Newton's sister Lauren, due to the terms of an AVO prohibiting contact between the former lovers.

Lauren Newton's husband, Olympic swimmer Matt Welsh said yesterday his wife would not discuss the allegations against her brother.

But she told a womens' magazine in December: "It is a shame ... Brooke could not make the fittings, so she had to pull out."

 

---

WE weren't surprised to read a Sunday newspaper report that Lara "Where the bloody hell are you" Bingle is considering leaving our shores in search of overseas success.

Just last week Confidential reported Bingle is set to skate into international fame when she heads to London in March to compete in the UK series of Torvill and Dean: Skating on Ice.

News of her father's illness doesn't seem to have convinced the Cronulla beauty to stay.

Graham Bingle is understood to be suffering from cancer and may only have months to live.

But Bingle is no doubt keen to have a break from Sydney where her personal life has been in the spotlight.

While she's now in a budding romance with Aussie cricketer Michael Clarke, Bingle came under fire last month for allegedly breaking up the marriage of AFL star Brendan Fevola.

---

MOVE over Simone Callahan – Kimberley Davies is expected to hot shoe-shuffle into the desperate housewife role on the next Dancing With The Stars.

Davies, who recently left Sydney to set up home in Melbourne, has signed on for the sixth series of Channel 7's hit show.

She will be joined by Naomi Robson and Todd Woodbridge as celebrity dancers, with actor Paul O'Brien, banned union player Wendell Sailor and pole-vaulting pin-up Tatiana Grigorieva tipped to sign on.

The glamorous mother-of-two is sure to get a few votes from other mums, but says she's already nervous about her debut. "I am just starting to wonder what I have got myself into," Davies laughed, pulling up sore after her first lesson on Friday.

"It could be Dancing With the Fools when it comes to me. I think it would be great to know how to dance. To know those moves for the rest of my life would be fantastic," she said.

Like Callahan, Davies will look to make her return to the spotlight, after weathering her own marital woes when it was revealed her doctor husband Jason Harvey had admitted to an affair with a hospital colleague.

---

must see tv:

will sally survive the stabbing on home and away?

---

cyberspace fabulette with all the goss from myspace - what paris hilton really thinks of lindsay lohan, and the feud between nicole richie and hilary duff over their tattooed lover.

---

Madonna In High Speed Fifth Avenue Chase

Material Girl nearly rammed off road...

Madonna was recently involved in a high speed chase through New York, where two large vehicles tried to ram her off the road.

The Material Girl had just appeared on the David Letterman show where she had poked fun at Britney and other stars for not wearing any pants, when she was pursued by the marauding vehicles.

As Madonna's driver turned onto Fifth Avenue to shake off their tail, the two cars that had been driving closely then tried to ram them off the road forcing the superstar to finally call 911.

Eventually the Hung Up singer's driver lost the persuing cars after a high speed chase and a lengthy phone call to the police.

---

posh lands in los angeles to begin househunting.

(character call)

---

Fans wait for Kylie concert news

Minogue managed to sing only a handful of songs

Kylie Minogue fans are waiting to find out whether the singer is to cancel further tour dates after ill health forced her to pull out of a concert.

The singer ended a concert after just one hour at Manchester's MEN Arena on Saturday, telling fans she had a cold.

Minogue, 38, launched the UK leg of her Showgirl Homecoming Tour on New Year's Eve, following her recovery from treatment for breast cancer.

A decision about her remaining dates in Manchester is expected to be made soon.

But a recorded message on the MEN ticket hotline said Minogue was "hopeful" her tour would continue as planned.

 She gave it her best shot. She was an absolute star

Kevin Winder, concertgoer

It said: "It is not yet clear if and when the concert will be rescheduled, although all customers are advised to keep hold of their tickets as these will remain valid for any new date announced."

Fans are being urged to check the MEN website for further updates.

Minogue has already played seven dates at Wembley Arena which were to be followed by the six concerts in Manchester.

Kathyrn Scott, from Halifax, who went to Saturday's concert, told the BBC News website she was "disappointed".

"I don't even think she was actually on stage for an hour, as she kept going on and off for long breaks.

"She just said to us 'don't worry, I've just got a cold', but obviously she couldn't go on.

"She was obviously full of cold, and none of us would want to perform if we felt like that. Everyone was fine about it, we just clapped, because we all know how ill she has been.

"I wish she had just cancelled altogether. I feel she was forced to go on and do the four songs so they wouldn't have to give refunds."

Sore throat

Kevin Winder, from Manchester, said he enjoyed the show despite it being cut short.

"Kylie came on the stage and looked fine when she sang Better The Devil You Know, but then she said she had a sore throat and croaked.

"I saw her in concert in Perth and on New Year's Eve, so I know she completely missed out the second 'act' when she came back on stage after a short interval.

"She did another song in her leopard-skin outfit, but then motioned to the band not to start up again. It was then that she told us she was really sorry but she couldn't go on.

"But she went on to do an impromptu version of Got To Be Certain then sang Kids with her sister, Dannii, which brought the house down.

"She gave it her best shot. She was an absolute star."

Mr Winder added that MEN management announced that the show would either be rescheduled or refunds would be given.

Cancer diagnosis

The singer began the run of concerts in Manchester on Friday.

Minogue had been forced to postpone her original Showgirl world tour after her breast cancer diagnosis in May 2005.

She underwent surgery in Australia two days later and finished her chemotherapy in December 2005.

It had been hoped she would also play at this year's Glastonbury festival, after pulling out of a headlining slot in 2005 following her cancer diagnosis.

But earlier this month festival organiser Emily Eavis told BBC 6 Music Minogue was too busy to join this year's line-up.

Minogue's record company, Parlophone, has also said she is working on material which could be released in 2007.

---

The little film that could proved itself in a big way Friday as the more ceremonial portion of award show season got under way at the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium. 

Indie darling Little Miss Sunshine picked up four Critics' Choice Awards from the Broadcast Film Critics Association, tying Dreamgirls for most wins of the night and shoring up its position as a major contender when Oscar nominations are announced Jan. 23. 

The dysfunctional family comedy scored honors for Best Acting Ensemble, Best Writing for first-time scribe Michael Arndt, Best Young Actor for Paul Dano, whose character communicates mainly via facial expression and scribbling on a notepad, and Best Young Actress for 10-year-old Abigail Breslin. 

Last year, 19 of the 20 actors up for Academy Awards were Critics' Choice nominees first, a fact that bodes well for Breslin, who has been the focus of major supporting actress buzz for her turn as Little Miss Sunshine hopeful Olive. 

The BFCA is composed of 200 TV, radio and Internet journalists, voters who, according to association president Joey Berlin, "are a lot like the Academy voters." 

"These are full-time professional people," Berlin told the Hollywood Reporter earlier this week. "We think about movies all year long."  

Standing in Breslin's way, of course, is the most buzzed-about newcomer of the year, Dreamgirls' Jennifer Hudson, the winner Friday for Best Supporting Actress. 

The Bill Condon-directed musical also picked up Best Supporting Actor for Eddie Murphy, Best Soundtrack and Best Song for Beyoncé's "Listen." While the B'Day artist cowrote and performed the tune, she will not, however, be eligible for an Oscar for her contribution because she is the fourth credited writer on the track, and the Academy only allows for three. 

Dreamgirls, a surefire Oscar nominee for best film, lost out in the Critics' top category to Martin Scorsese's gangster-cop drama The Departed, whose Best Picture win gives it the edge heading into the award show homestretch.  

Scorsese also snagged the award for Best Director last night, beating out Condon, Clint Eastwood for Letters from Iwo Jima, United 93's Paul Greengrass and The Queen's Stephen Frears. 

"I am pleased by this award and surprised," the perennially Oscar-snubbed Scorsese said upon accepting the honor. "It's the first I tried to make that has a plot."

Perhaps as a sign of things to come at the Golden Globes Monday, Borat was named Best Comedy, beating out Sunshine and calling into question whether it won't best Dreamgirls in the Best Picture, Comedy or Musical category at the Globes. 

"I'd like to thank everyone who decided not to sue us," Borat creator and star Sacha Baron Cohen told the crowd. 

"It's not often a broad comedy is treated this way," Borat producer Jay Roach told Fox News after the ceremony. "One year Pride and Prejudice was in that category." (Well, theoretically they're both comedies of manners created by British geniuses, right?) 

Meanwhile, Oscar frontrunner Forest Whitaker, the Phillip Seymour Hoffman of 2006, added another notch to his award belt this year, picking up another Best Actor trophy for his chilling turn as Ugandan despot Idi Amin. 

Fellow fave Helen Mirren won Best Actress for The Queen, in which she plays the reigning British monarch in the days immediately following the death of Princess Diana. Further proving that she really knows how to tear into a genre, the HBO miniseries Elizabeth I, with Mirren as the title character, was named Best Picture Made for Television. 

Eastwood, despite coming up empty in the directing category, did not go away empty handed. His Letters from Iwo Jima was named Best Foreign Language Film, a title it's also up for at the Globes. 

In addition to being a possible sneak preview of Oscar night, the Critics' Choice Awards also tend to be almost as star-studded as its more high-profile counterparts. The only nominees who were no-shows Friday were Jack Nicholson, Meryl Streep, Will Smith and Judy Dench. 

Presenters included Jennifer Garner, Steven Spielberg, Penélope Cruz, Sienna Miller, Aaron Eckhart, Christian Slater, Jessica Biel, Spike Lee, Maria Bello, Cuba Gooding Jr., Emilio Estevez, Martin Sheen, Emile Hirsch, Greg Kinnear, Jon Favreau, Alan Arkin, Cedric the Entertainer, Marcia Gay Harden, Sophia Bush, Toni Collette, Fred Willard and Jon Heder. 

The ceremony will be televised Jan. 20 on E!. (E! Online is a division of E! Networks.) 

Here's a complete list of the winners from the 12th annual Critics' Choice Awards:


•
Best Picture: The Departed


•
Actor: Forest Whitaker, The Last King of Scotland


•
Actress: Helen Mirren, The Queen


•
Supporting Actor: Eddie Murphy, Dreamgirls


•
Supporting Actress: Jennifer Hudson, Dreamgirls


•
Acting Ensemble: Little Miss Sunshine


•
Director: Martin Scorsese, The Departed


•
Writer: Michael Arndt, Little Miss Sunshine


•
Animated Feature: Cars


•
Young Actor: Paul Dano, Little Miss Sunshine


•
Young Actress: Abigail Breslin, Little Miss Sunshine


•
Comedy Movie: Borat


•
Family Film (Live Action): Charlotte's Web


•
Picture Made for Television: Elizabeth I


•
Foreign Language Film: Letters from Iwo Jima


•
Song: "Listen," Dreamgirls (Beyoncé)


•
Soundtrack: Dreamgirls


•
Composer: Philip Glass, The Illusionist


•
Documentary Feature: An Inconvenient Truth

